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Coronavirus Florida: 
DeSantis says county 
restaurants, shops, salons 
can reopen Monday 
 

After spending nearly two months trying to survive on takeout orders and online 
sales, Palm Beach County restaurateurs and retailers on Monday will be allowed 
to invite customers back inside, Gov. Ron DeSantis said Friday. 

In a surprise move, he also agreed to let idled hair stylists, barbers and nail 
technicians reopen shops that have been shuttered statewide since the deadly 
coronavirus began sweeping the state. 

While the businesses will be forced to reduce the number of people in their stores 
by 75 percent and take other precautions to keep customers safe, the limited 
reopening will give the county’s economy a much-needed boost, DeSantis said. 

While the spread of the disease is slowing in Broward and Miami-Dade counties, 
DeSantis said the two largest counties in the state, which have the highest 
number of confirmed cases, aren’t yet ready to partially reopen shops and 
restaurants. 

The percent of positive cases in Broward County has dipped below 10 percent, 
while in Miami-Dade it still hovers around 13 percent. 

DeSantis set May 18 as a target date for a possible reopening of businesses in the 
two counties. That is also the day the Palm Beach County Commission on Friday 
tentatively set for residents, and only Palm Beach County residents, to return to 
Palm Beach County beaches. 

“It’s not set in stone that they’re going to do it (on May 18),” DeSantis said of 
Miami-Dade and Broward counties. “I’m not going to push them out the door to 
do this.” 

As he did in Palm Beach County, he said he will rely on local officials to decide 
what’s best for their communities. “Collaboration, bottom up,” he said of how 
decisions about how to handle the pandemic have been made. 

 


